they would be punished if they allowed any persons to die
of starvation; accordingly, during all that time only one
man in the town of Ardeshirgard died from want.

When the distress had reached its extreme stage, 'Firm
and his subjects turned their faces towards the court of the
Omnipotent Sovereign, quenching the fire of their hunger
with the tears of their eyes until the Bountiful Giver
opened the portals of His mercy, whereon com became
cheap, and trouble was changed to peace. Gradually the
towns and villages, with their fields, began to prosper a^ain,
the water of springs, rivers, and canals flowed us before;
and for the sake of warning the enemies of the realm a
supernatural herald perpetuated the saying :

Distich : Say to the fooliwh ignicoliut enemy,

Repent! for the water has returned again.

After the inhabitants of Erfm had boon delivered of so
great a calamity, Firftx determined to invado the country
of Hayatalah, to relieve the oppressed who had on account
of the tyranny of that country's king sought refuge at his
court. He collected an army, paid no attention to the
warnings of his councillors, who besought him not to break
the treaties existing between the two countries, and thus
become with his subjects guilty of the crime of transgress-
ing the said covenants.

The detailed account of this affair is as follow**: When
the King of Hayatalah was informed of the approach of
Fir&z, he was greatly disquieted, and one of his courtiers,
perceiving the distressed state of the king's mind, said :
'The way to nullify the evil intentions of Firftss will be to
cut off my hands and feet, and. to expose me on a certain
road where Firftz must pass, and by the favour of Clod I
shall be able to avert the calamity, but your majesty must
provide for my family.1 The king accepted this advice,
and executed it. When Firftz arrived, his followers per-
ceived the just-mentioned courtier on the road, and re-
ported that they had found a man whose hands and feet
had been cut off. Accordingly, Fir&z ordered that cunning